point also with pleasure to the fact, that since it became extensively known (as it did during the last invasion of the epidemic), the profession has gained more credit than before, and the number of cures has been proportionately greater."?Vol. I. p. 420 Having thus closely followed our author through nearly one thousand pages, with much pleasure to ourselves, and we trust not without profit to our readers, our final parting from him shall be in his last lecture, on the mode of administration and effects of various medicines.
The first point treated of, is regarding the best mode of administering calomel in acute inflammations. He believes, that in cases of very acute pericarditis (and the remark applies equally to the more acute and violent forms of peritonitis, hepatitis, pneumonia, pleuritis, and perhaps dysentery), in addition to the lancet we ought to affect the constitution decidedly, and as speedily as possible by means of calomel, given not in small doses often repeated, but in doses of a scruple once or even twice daily. When we wish a scruple to be taken at once, an excellent method is to place the powder on the tongue, and make the patient wash it down with some thin gruel. " In most cases," says Dr Graves, " one such dose daily is sufficient; but it now and then happens that very imminent danger will prompt us to give a second dose after the lapse of twelve hours. By this management we are often enabled to mercurialize the system fully in a very short space of time indeed, and we thereby not only cut short a dangerous inflammation, and save our patient's life, but we often effect this purpose without exciting any considerable griping pains or bowel complaint. Another most important question is, whether mercury so used for the cure of internal inflammation injures the constitution permanently ? With the greatest confidence I can answer, it does not. I never saw a single bad effect follow the use of mercury in cases where the first consequence of its exhibition was the rapid and complete removal of a dangerous inflammation ; a remedy can scarcely serve and hurt the constitution at the same time. Mercury, when it abates inflammation, never irritates the system ; and if it be discontinued when it has performed this important office, its after effects will be employed in the same way, in curing the remnant [March, of the inflammatory action. Whatever cuts short the inflammation, provided it be applied in due proportion, cannot injure the constitution."?Vol. II. G. E. D.
